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Statement 


know that leprosy not nearly infective danger- 
ous tuberculosis syphilis. Therefore let treat its vic 
tims more lightly than treat tuberculosis 
patients rather than now, like criminals. 

seems high time that the prevailing practice 
handling leprosy patients fully reviewed strong hu- 
manitarian spirit. Indeed might claimed with some jus- 
tification that today leprosy more amenable treatment 
than its sister disease, tuberculosis. The removal the dread 
and indeterminate separation from home and kin- 
dred one the most potent factors the achievement 


success the campaign against leprosy. 
E.H. Molesworth, M.D., F.R.A.C.P. 
Honorary Dermatologist, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 
and Lecturer Diseases the Skin, The University 


Sydney, Australia. 


Reprinted from “The Medical Journal Australia,” 


September 18, 1926. 


(See Australia Communique, Page 12) 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
milial. continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Mail Bag 


continue here usual, but are 
more hopeful and encouraged our 
Sulphetrone injection (given bi-weekly) 
dosage has just been increased 
quantity and strength suggested Dr. 
Cochrane India. October our 
doctor introduced very new drug 
called Neustab, which are now tak- 
ing (in tablet form) besides Sulphe- 
trone injections. None patients had 
heard read this drug before, but 
are very grateful having it. 
understand that German origin, 
but made England. 

Which the drug that has been 
most successful Carville? 


Mary Clark 
Wooroloo, West Australia 


Sulphetrone has been use Car- 
ville since the spring 1948, but 
given here orally, not injection. Sul- 
phetrone (Welcome Physiological Lab- 
oratories, London) was synthesized back 
1936, but its chemotherapeutic value 
was not fully investigated until 1940. 
Like Promin and Diasone this early sul- 
fone was first tried tuberculosis. Brit- 
ish workers consider Sulphetrone 
less toxic than other sulfones. Carville 
experienced the same encouraging re- 
sults treating with Sulphetrone 
that reported British workers. 

Neustab undoubtedly another trade 
name for Tibione Thiacetazone re- 
viewed THE STAR (Jan. ‘51). Tibi- 
one has been use Carville since 
Feb. ‘50. his New message 
(STAR Jan. ‘51) Dr. Johansen said, “We 
now believe (Tibione) one 
the most promising outside the sulfone 
series for further trial.” far 
know only two three Carville patients 
are currently being given Tibione. Pro- 
min and Diasone are still Carville’s lead- 
ing ladies, chemotherapeutically speak- 
ing. ED. 


May greet you and our friends 
THE STAR and Carville with very 
best wishes for 1951, which still very 
young and new. 

need develop sense all 
over the world that there movement 
the world regarding Hansen’s disease. 
The work here India germinal 
shape and have had troubled 
about many things, organizer work 
several parts the country and 
secretary associations and committees. 

think would good THE 
STAR would print series articles 
recent trends work various 
countries. You should also publish ac- 
counts conferences, committees, re- 
ports, etc. 

always THE STAR one 


sitting—the whole it, course. 
was greatly stirred the notices 
Miracle Carville Betty Martin. 
long read and make others read 
it. asking booksellers order 
few copies for me. 

colleague, Dr. Ramanujan, 
two. 

T.N. Jagadison 
Malapore Madras, India 


THE STAR concurs heartily with 
Mr. Jagadison’s “one world” concept. 
keep touch with patients and 
workers many parts the globe and 
will devote least one page month 
countries. (See Australia Communique— 
page Eb. 


The September issue THE STAR 
not only has very striking cover design 
but also full excellent reading mat- 
ter. Unfortunately the joy reading 
this particular number spoiled the 
very sad news the departure Dr. 
Paul Erickson, your Clinical Direc- 
tor. the few months that have been 
contact with you, Dr. Erickson has 
been most helpful prompt and to-the- 
point answers all our queries. 
great pity that the authorities cannot see 
their way restore him back the 
place where belongs. our earnest 
prayer that Dr. Erickson may come back 
Carville carry further research 
this elusive and baffling disease. 


A.P. Pereira, Publicity Officer 
National Centre Health Information 
Bombay, India 


Dr. Erickson was great help 
THE STAR answering queries from 
workers other lands and since 
reported his transfer, have received 
number letters from foreign coun- 
tries, such Mr. Pereira’s expressing 
and shock.” echo Mr. 
ra’s statement that Dr. “be- 
longs” 


now two A.M. (Heidelberg, Ger- 
many time) and have just finished 
reading Betty Martin’s wonderful book 
Miracle Carville. many the 
people mentioned were known 
either personally through read- 
ing about them THE STAR. plan 
put name the book and place 
our company reading room, that 
way, any the approximately 200 
women can read also, they are inter- 
ested. 

trying think just how long 
ago was that sat your office gath- 
ering material for the Holland’s article, 
“The Light THE STAR.” can’t 


even remember—so much has happened 
since then. 

Sgt. Gladys Holladay Hunter 
Heidelberg, Germany 


“The Light THE STAR” 
Gladys Halladay, was published Hol- 
land’s “the magazine the South” 
July 1948. its title indicated the art- 
icle dealt with the work our publica- 
tion, but also pictured Carville’s com- 
munity life and gave information about 
medical progress treating HD. 
recall that few months after the art- 
icle appeared, new patient arrived 
from the Texas Rio Grande Valley sec- 
tion. After diagnosis was made, 
was decided family conference 
that she should Carville for treat- 
ment. This decision was made after the 
patient and members her family read 
Miss Holladay’s article 

ED. 


wish express sincere feelings 
about our wonderful friends and neigh- 
bors, Major and Mrs Hornbostel who 
have endeared themselves all who 
come contact with them. happen 
one who shares plants and car 
and anything else can for them. 
They are wholesome and sincere. read 
your STAR with great interest. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Kargall 
East Hempstead. New York 


The splendid way which the Horn- 
bostels have been accepted their 
neighbors should give encouragement 
other ex-HD patients and their families. 
may also something revelation 
those who had chance neigh- 
bors but have succumbed the stigma 
so-called leprosy and have ostracized 
their friends who have had HD. 


not begrudge the Hornbostel’s 
neighbors their friendship, but great- 
feel the loss them our com- 
munity and personally “my neigh- 
bors.” 


New York the 
tinue their gallant crusade rid public 
and profession leprophobia. Feb- 
ruary 13, they spoke before the Nassau 
County Catholic Nurses Association. 

ED. 


place THE STAR the literature 
table the narthex our church. 
this means, perhaps, may able 
quietly interest someone the splendid 
work being done your hospital, es- 
pecially through the excellent publicity 
afforded THE STAR. 


David Jones, Rector 
Grace Episcopal Church 
Monroe, La. 


February 1951 
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Ray Sunshine 


Ray Henderson has room the 
second floor the infirmary right across 
from the elevator. “It’s like Grand Cen- 
tral Station,” Ray says. “When the ele- 
vator broken, they come room 
wait while it’s being repaired. the 
elevator’s working, they come any- 
way talk, pass the time day, tell 
few stories, and find out what I’m 
working on. Why, least ten people 
came this morning while was get- 
ting bath.” 


The reason most people want and 
stop see Ray that Ray makes 
them feel that wants see them, too. 
Even when he’s buried concentration 
the small print his big Merriam- 
Webster dictionary and someone inter- 
rupts him, doesn’t feel that being 
disturbed and doesn’t act annoyed. Ray 
spends six and seven hours some days 
searching through the dictionary. But 
knowledge not the only goal that 
keeps him glued the gold. 
Ray bug word contests and 
interrupt him when he’s hard work 
them doesn’t mean 
bawling out. Instead probably 
shove couple pictures front 
you and say, “Identify them.” you 
can’t, may make assignment 
and send you hot-footing for the li- 
brary comb through the few reference 
books there. Ray did very well the 
last big contest entered. made the 
highest score and won new automobile, 
$20,000, and six native dancing girls. 
Just one little technicality kept Ray 
from receiving the prizes, though. 
turned his answers the last day 
the contest, not realizing that the 
hospital’s branch post office did not 
cancel its own letters. When the mail 
got Carville for canceling, Ray’s let- 
ter was postmarked one day too late. 
Ah, cruel fate, but Ray didn’t even stop 
smiling. get fun out doing 
the puzzles.” Ray said. “Contests and 
bingo are weaknesses; don’t ex- 
pect make fortune from either, 


THE STAR 


Richards 


but get lot fun out playing 
both them.” 

All through the first three quarters 
1950, impassioned strains barber 
shop harmony were heard floating down 
from the infirmary’s sun-deck the 
startled passers-by. Always was Ray 
sitting top the chord with the 
mellow tenor tones “Sweet Adeline.” 
When fall ‘came, though, two the 
quartet’s members were among the dis- 
charged, and they departed leaving Ray 
holding the high note. 


was that three months ago, Ray 
was looking around for something new 
keep his hands and mind busy while 
was laid the infirmary. 
ornamental iron worker before coming 
Carville, Ray, one time, made all 
the wrought iron chandeliers, orna- 
mental balustrades, grilles, andirons, 
etc., found within 200 miles 
Miami and which are characteristic 
earlier Florida architecture. Many 
Florida’s winter visitors who flock 
beautiful Hialeah race track have ad- 
mired the giant entrance gates which 
Ray made, and many others have had 
their way lighted the ornamental iron 
lantern’s which were Ray Henderson’s 
contribution the Seaboard Airline 
stations throughout Florida. Ray 
combined his old trade with new hob- 
and started making ornamental 
candelabra his hospital room. 
worked with whatever was hand, 
pair scissors, and tubes and tubes 
airplane glue, being his main tool and 
supplies. Ray has substituted rolled card- 
board, wood, and pieces coat hangers 
for the iron once used, but the re- 
sult does not reflect the makeshift tools 
and materials. After working for 
month planning, shaping, and dec- 
orating, wired his creation, assem- 
bled it, screwed the light bulbs and 
plugged into the wall socket. work- 
and was well-designed that Ray 
was asked enter the patients’ 
Arts and Crafts Show. 


For time, Ray went astronomical 
and started making models the 
planets, moon, and stars. For these his 
friends had collect the silver foil from 
cigarette packages. The foil, applicator 
sticks, and glue, along with plenty 
imagination and patience, were all that 
was needed make the three dimen- 
sional figures, and patience wasn’t the 
least these. are always some 
engineers giving advice and 
picking things before dry 
who have better way doing it. After 


they’re through, usually have start 
over again from the beginning,” and 
Ray concluded, don’t mind; like 
people and the work passes the time.” 

There’s just one more thing that 
like see Ray have chance at. The 
other night the news reel, there was 
basketball game between two 
from veterans hospitals. The 
the entire game from wheel chairs. 
Can anyone who has seen Ray crank his 
chain-drive chair breakneck speed 
towards bingo game the rec hall 
and has watched him suddenly spin 
around dime and continue full 
speed—but backwards, can gab 
with those behind, imagine Ray Hender- 
son anything less than sensational 
this unique form basketball? 


* * * 
“MIRACLE” WINS AWARD 


Miracle Carville Betty Martin, 
edited Evelyn Wells, has been award- 


one the Christopher awards for 
1950. 


The winners were announced Feb. 
reception given their honor 
the Hotel Astor George Skoursa, 
president Skouras Theaters Corpora- 
ation. Five awards $5,000 each were 
presented Rev. James Keller, M.M., 
director the Christophers, to: Karl 
Stern, M.D., for his book Pillar Fire, 
Houston Harte and Guy Rowe for 
their book Our Image, published 
the Oxford University Press; Betty 
Martin and Evelyn Wells for the book 
Miracle Carville, published Dou- 
bleday; Lamar Trotti for his motion 
picture script Cheaper The Dozen, 
produced 20th Century and 
Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
for their motion picture script Father 
the Bride, produced Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer. 

Mrs. Wells who accepted the award 
for “Betty and the book” wired THE 
STAR; “Wish share great happiness 
with you and all those who contributed 
interest and faith.” 

contest manager, 
said, “Miracle Carville was some- 
sure that one who has read will 
ever entertain his former misconcep- 
tions about Hansen’s disease.” 

rejoice with our former co-worker 
Betty Martin and our good friend Eve- 
lyn Wells this merited award. 


Another Link Carville’s History 


June 1950 letter came THE 
STAR from Mrs. Delaphine Benson 
Oroville, California. Enclosed 
letter were some clippings and govern- 
ment travel instructions, the back 
which Mrs. Benson had written 
twenty-nine years before her impressions 
the Carville hospital and her trip 
south from Hugo, Colorado, with the 
first patient brought Carville rail- 
road. the interchange correspon- 
dence that followed, THE STAR learn- 
that Mrs. Benson was registered 
nurse and the time her Carville 
trip was chief nurse the Parker Hos- 
pital Hugo, Colorado. 

The story have pieced togeth- 
centers around Mrs. Velma King 
who, while her early twenties, became 
ill. the couple years that followed 
doctors failed diagnose her illness and 
she did not improve. Finally her uncle, 
who was doctor Omaha, Nebraska, 
persuaded her the Mayo clinic 
and there she finally found out that she 
had Hansen’s disease. She was advised 
report the Public Health Service 
Colorado and ask them send her 
the hospital Carville. Mrs. King 
did just that, but judge from several 
newspaper clippings, one which fol- 
lows, things did not move along too 
quickly, and since her neighbors now 
knew her illness, her plight became 
increasingly more serious. 

because the United States 
Public Health Service, which repeatedly 
had promised remove her gov- 
ernment hospital, has failed act, Mrs. 
Velma King, year old leprosy vic- 
tim, living upon lonely homestead 
forty miles south Hugo, has threat- 
ened walk Washington demand 
admittance institution. 

“This was the assertion made Friday 
Charles John Oak Creek, Colo- 
rado, the young woman’s father, when 
appealed the state board health 
for assistance. 

weeks ago the Public Health 
Service promised remove daugh- 
ter the leprosarium Carville, Louis- 
iana,’ the father said, ‘but far they 
have failed make good the promise. 
Meanwhile, daughter desperate 
circumstances. She forty miles from 
doctor and can get medical atten- 
tion. Because she afflicted with lepro- 
sy, neighbors fear near her, and 
she has difficulty getting enough food 
keep her alive. Unless she can gain 
admittance hospital soon, she will 
leave the homestead for Washington 
afoot, attempt get action from 
the Public Health Service.’ 

There probably even more tragedy 
this story forsaken young woman, 


Mrs Delaphine Benson 


forty miles from medical care and de- 
serted her neighbors. Mrs. Ben- 
son recalls, even the town Hugo, 
the only concern among the townsfolk 
was the fear that Velma King would 
brought there for treatment. THE 
STAR observes that nowhere the 
clippings the correspondence there 
any mention her husband. must 
presumed that abandoned her, too. 

Apparently the newspaper publicity 
Mrs. King’s threatened trek Wash- 
ington brought results and another 
the clippings sent Mrs. Benson tells 
this part the story. 

“Mrs. Velma King, the leprosy victim 
who lives rough building 
homestead forty miles south Hugo, 
Colorado, who threatened make 
pilgrimage Washington, D.C., urge 
upon President Harding her plight and 
the necessity for hospital care, will 
sent the national leprosarium Car- 
ville, La. the immediate future. 

“Transportation and all 
sary papers secure her admission 
the sanitarium arrived Denver Thurs- 
day and are now the hands Dr. 
Drinkwater, secretary the state 
board health. The United States Pub- 
lic Health Service Washington has 
made all the necessary preparations.” 

was this point the story that 
Mrs. Benson became 
participant. Dr. Leslie Parker, 
whose hospital Mrs. Benson was chief 
nurse, was also county physician, and 
asked her serve Mrs. King’s 
attendant for the trip Carville. 
account the journey can best told 
Mrs. Benson’s own words. 

“Our journey rail was quite 
sensation all the railroad employees 
and they seemed much displeased but 
were kind us. embarked Hugo, 


Colorado, the Union Pacitic 
night. Mrs. King had stateroom and 
the berth next it. During the follow- 
ing morning the auditor the road 
made acquaintance and had quite 
visit, which learned his niece was 
the head nurse Omaha hospital, 
under whom received training. 
was very kind, helped change cars 
Kansas City for Memphis. could 
see the conductor the train had 
changed was very much displeased. 

“We reached Memphis the next fore- 
noon and our car was sidetracked with 
guard. little later was asked come 
the railroad office. Here found 
about dozen railroad officers that were 
anxious know about patient and 
her destination and was not running 
great risk, etc. Finally one man spoke 
and said, ‘Did you know there was 
near riot the car you were in, 
caused the conductor, and prevent- 
it?’ Then recognized him having 
the berth next mine and that was 
railroad detective. Evidently had 
been well protected our journey, 
thanks the railroad officials. The 
remainder the journey from Memphis 
Carville was without accident.” 

Since April 1921 when Mrs. Ben- 
son and Mrs. King arrived Carville 
complete the inaugural trip pa- 
tient with Hansen’s disease this hos- 
pital railroad, new vista know- 
ledge the illness has been opened. 
fact, the official orders, instructions 
and travel permit which Mrs. King 
was officially conducted Carville be- 
came unnecessary when 1947 the 
PHS “removed (Hansen’s disease) from 
the list quarantinable 
quiring travel permits.” However, 
can thankful for these original papers 
because the back them Mrs. Ben- 
son penned terse comments, which paint 
picture candid descriptiveness, 
her journey and day’s stay the hospi- 
tal and mark her 
sonality, observant and interested 
the things around her. 

With the addition these notes 
our historical file, must, also, with 
some sadness close this chapter our 
correspondence. August 16, 1950, 
the age eighty-two, Mrs. Delaphine 
Benson passed on. Her daughter, Mrs. 
Haynes, notified her death 
and said that her mother had been look- 
ing forward the “promised” article 
the information she had supplied 
the hope that might create for some- 
one new interest Hansen’s disease. 


When you finish reading THE STAR 
pass along your friends place 
your local library school. 


February 1951 
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The Educational Front 


REX MORGAN, M.D. DAL CURTIS 


That pays protest has been prov- 
the publication the “Rex Mor- 
gan, D.” comic strip which appears 
more than 200 daily and Sunday pa- 
pers, here and abroad. the latter part 
1948, two air force vets, Marvin Brad- 
ley and Frank Edgington, who were 
making names for themselves cartoon- 
ists, included objectionable reference 
leprosy their strip. There followed 
exchange correspondence. Then 
almost year after our original letter, 
THE STAR received this statement 
from the doctor who acts medical 
advisor the writing the script: 
have always felt rather sensitive about 
the ‘boner’ pulled regard leprosy 
and had been awaiting opportunity 
rectify the best possible way 
could.” The best possible way came 
Jan. 1950, when the artists sought 
correct the erroneous impression they 
had given their readers including 
their newer and more informed attitude 
toward their New Year’s look 
the progress medicine. 

Now one year later, Jan. 1951, 
the collaborators the comic strip 
have again shown their good will the 
headline included the above strip. 
acknowledge this with our grateful 
thanks for their continuing interest. 


unusually fine selection articles 
ordered from the publishers. re- 
commend the following and urge you 
read them. you order from the 
publishers, let him know that the article 
your reason for ordering. 

Tops the journalistic reporting 
which appeared the Sunday magazine 
section the Portland Oregonian (Jan. 
14, and 21, 1951), under the byline 
Leverrett Richards. The series re- 
ceive this high rating because patients’ 


THE STAR 


BEGIN 1951 LET 
ALL REMEMBER THAT TIME CAN 
NEVER TRULY MEASURED 
TERMS CAN ONLY 
MEASURED 
WHAT BETTER WAY COULD 
TOAST YOUR HEALTH THAN 
HOPE THAT THE NEAR 

READ THESE 


opinion, expressed their talk the 
walks, comes closer laying the goods 
the line than any previous article 

the first two articles the series, 
Mr. Richards shows unusual grasp 
the Carville scene and slaps with open 
palm selfish interests which seek 
maintain the status quo and manage 
for their personal benefit. The last 
article the series rviews 
changing picture 
Hawaii. All through the se- 
ries Mr. Richards uses fresh phrasing 
give new interest old subject. 

Rev. Arthur Payton, writing Mag- 
gazine Digest, Feb. ‘51, tells his ex- 
azine Digest, Feb. tells his ex- 
densed from John Bull), titled 
Never Fear Leprosy Again.” ‘The arti- 
Province, southeastern Nigeria, Africa, 
where Rev. Payton has served mis- 
sionary since 1944. 

The superstitions the natives, the 
private ju-ju tribal chief, the witch 
doctor with his sacrifice palm wine 
and cockerel’s blood, treatment with 
mysterious powder and the brand 
flaming torch are all combined light 
the black magic which modern medicine 
replacing the dark Africa. There 
are stark, real facts, too. Six out every 
ten living mortals the Niger Delta 
have Hansen’s disease. the Uzuakoli 
HD- Settlement where Rev. Payton 
makes his headquarters, there are 1,600 
in-patients and 23,000 out-patients. 

There the tragedy suicide count- 
ered the joy primitive mother 
giving birth her child. All these 
things add interesting and inform- 
ative reading. 

“To them, the leprosarium was just 
another challenge their long fight for 
normal, peaceful life,” says Ann 
Fields her article about the Horn- 
bostels, “Crusaders Against Fear” pub- 
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lished Coronet, Feb. Accepting 
the challenge Hansen’s disease 
they had all the others their lives, 
“the Hornbostels began crusade 
remove the old stigma from leprosy. 
Gertrude wrote articles for THE STAR, 
and the Major campaigned get the 
country talking about leprosy—out 
the open.” 

This another worthwhile story 
the Hornbostels winning their own fight 
and continuing the battle for their 
friends Carville. emphasizes the 
inconsistencies which confuse the pub- 
lic and frustrate the patients. 

Donovan Pedelty’s Modern Mi- 
appears United Nations World, 
(Jan. 1951). The modern miracle is, 
course, the new drugs which are cur- 
ing HD. acknowledging the successs 
the new treatments defeating the 
disease, Mr. Pedelty also calls atten- 
tion the great social gulf which has 
yet bridged. “There doubt 
that leprosy, not officially ‘out,’ 
down, and probably for the last count. 
What remains tackled not the 
patients with leprosy—so soon ex- 
patients—but us. more stubborn 
diisease leprophobia—fear leprosy. 
Usually the best way with outmoded 
phobia among people let die. 
Fear witches vanished with few 
generations. This unlikely the 
fate leprophobia unless some- 
thing about the Holy Bible.” 

The author brings light new 
sources for the interpretation Biblical 
references leprosy. least the au- 
thorities quoted were new THE 
STAR and suspect may most 
our readers who are interested the 
Bible’s importance source for lep- 
rophobia. 


* *% 


Pass THE STAR your friends 
place your local library. 


What’s New Research Hansen’s Disease 


Report Germ Cultivated 


germ from the blood Hansen’s 
disease patients has now been grown 
outside the human body, according 
Science Service. 

confirmed other scientists, this 
will the first time that the germ 
has been cultivated outside the human 
body, since Hansen identified seventy- 
seven years ago, though many 
have attempted this. 

The feat will have been accomplished 
Dr. Eleanor Alexander Jackson, 
Rosenwald research fellow Cornell 
Medical College, New York for the past 
three and years. Dr. Jackson 
thinks other researchers may have grown 
the germ successfully but not recog- 
nized the different form which 
she finds grows outside the body. 
Work with the pleomorphic form 
germs, which are distant cousins 
germs, led Dr. Jackson study 
from this angle. 

Material, called prepared 
from Dr. Jackson’s pure growths 
Hansen’s disease germs has 
jected into the skin patients. 
gave the same reaction the “lepromin 
ordinarily used for skin tests. This 
seems confirm Dr. Jackson’s belief 
that she has actually grown the germ 
outside the body. The ordi- 
narily used obtained from nodules 
patients and crude material, 
containing other things besides “lepro- 
min.” 

Dr. Jackson has injected her culti- 
vated germs into mice. After eight 
months, equivalent twenty years 
man’s life, the mice developed lesions 
their skin very like the lesions 
HD. Skin tests these animals with 
obtained from Carville gave 
reactions indicating that the mice had 
acquired the infection. 

Dr. Jackson described some her 
results scientists attending the con- 
ference disease the New 
York Academy Sciences last Novem- 
ber, although she did not have formal 
paper the program the confer- 
ence. 

Dr. Frank Combes, head the De- 
partment Dermatology, Bellevue and 
New York University, who collaborated 
with Dr. Jackson, states, “We have kept 
cultures growing from ten patients 
for over two years. have also prepared 
lepromin which purely bacterial 
and gives reactions similar the tu- 
berculin reaction.” 

understand that full report 
Dr. Jackson’s work will appear the 
next issue The International Journal 
Leprosy. 

Cultivation the germ outside 
the human body would major im- 


portance. would more 
furnish the key the mode trans- 
mission the disease. (That’s the $64 
question.) would also give culture 
for study the laboratory 
standpoint chemical treatment and 
immunity, and also provide materially 
for attempting devise skin. test for 
diagnosis, particularly the very early 
Stages the disease. 

you think Dr. Jackson’s work will 
confirmed other scientists? This 
the vital question THE STAR asked 
member our laboratory staff. 
her opinion that: 

1—The use lepromin preparation 
organism Myco. leprae sound, 
theoretical basis, however does not 
present definite information, especially 
when only very small series cases 
included the study. This 
lighted the fact that the majority, but 
not all, the cases this coun- 
try give negative reactions, while the re- 
action non-infected individuals ex- 
tremely variable, thus with variable 
result expected one must ex- 
tremely cautious using this cri- 
teria for identification organism. 

2—One can find logical explanation 
for the reported fact that the isolated 
bacteria produced lesions mice, when 
preparations from the blood the 
lesions active, far-advanced, untreated 
patients does not produce similar re- 
action. other words, the finding 
lesions the infected animals could 
well interpreted meaning that the or- 
ganism was not Myco. leprae. 

3—In the absence the ability 
fulfill the postulates Koch one should 
able re-duplicate the work with 
all, leaast high percentage, the 
patients. Until this done, one should 
view the report with bit skepticism, 
tempered perhaps with touch hope. 
Note: fulfill the conditions Koch’s 
postulate the microorganism 
cultivated pure culture, its 
tion must produce the disease suscep- 
tible animals, and from such animals 
again pure culture. 


* 


BCG Vaccine for 


Hope that the BCG vaccine for tuber- 
culosis may also render one immune 
Hansen’s disease was raised re- 
port the American Academy Der- 
matology and Syphilology, meeting 
Chicago December (Science News 
Letter) 

The report was given Dr. Harry 
Arnold, Jr., The Clinic, Honolulu. 

The hope vaccination against 
comes from new test devised Dr. 


Max Levine, chief the Hawaii Terri- 
torial Department Health’s bureau 
laboratories. the test, red blood 
cells sheep are first treated with tu- 
berculin extracted 
germs. Then blood serum the patient 
added determine what concentra- 
tion the serum will cause the tuberculin- 
treated cells bunch, agglutinate. 
This test, Dr. Levine has found, shows 
much stronger positive reaction pos- 
itive cases than positive cases 
TB. 

“The significance Dr. find- 
ings not yet certain any means,” 
Dr. Arnold stated, “but suggests the pos- 
sibility that the biologic defensive re- 
actions against tuberculosis 
may more closely related than 
have supposed. 

“It lends considerable color, too, the 
recent suggestions that 
tions against tuberculosis may have some 
protective value against HD.” 

The value BCG vaccine 
tection against tuberculosis has not been 
definitely established although the 
merican Public Health Association re- 
ports, “BCG has been shown confer 
substantial degree resistence 
APHA recommends BCG 
vaccination for “highly susceptible racial 
groups who are exposed and for persons 
subject intense exposure such fam- 
ily contacts, particularly infants and 
young children, and for persons attend- 
ing infectious cases, particularly med- 
ical students and nurses.” 

committee the American Medi- 
cal Association, its report BCG 
TB, said, “BCG probably desirable 
among nurses, doctors, laboratory wor- 
kers, and members families where tu- 
berculosis but the A.M.A. 
did not encourage its general use 
(TIME, December 25, 1950). seems 
pertinent comment that medical au- 
thorities consider much more infec- 
tious than HD. Moreover most adults 
already enjoy extraordinarily natu- 
ral immunity Hansen’s disease. Fur- 
ther, experience Carville and other 
similar institutions throughout 
world treating has proved beyond 
reasonable doubt that institutional in- 
fection rare. However like 
seems run families with particular 
emphasis the susceptibility small 
children and BCG found have 
protective value against might 
prove practical for use 
where present. 


READ AND ALONG 
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The Can Hurt Help 


Doubtless the prejudice and mis- 
conception which leprosy today broke 
into print and found expression 
speech every state the nation while 
1950 was drawing close. saw 
them newspaper clippings and heard 
them radio programs. have select- 
three incidents report and com- 
ment because they are almost identi- 
cal all but geography, and loca- 
tion they extend from Texas Con- 
necticut and back New York. 

their points similarity all three 
incidents were reported sub- 
scribers who had visited Carville. Each 
expressed the same reaction. Each ac- 
cepted the challenge. All three incidents 
took place church which re-empha- 
sizes the realization that the crux the 
social stigma which so-called leprosy 
has inherited from the Biblical refer- 
ences has large part its solution 
the work church groups. 

How introduce Hansen’s disease 
church groups difficult problem. 
The most direct and the most success- 
ful, judge our correspondence, 
have least one member from each 
church visit our community. But, ob- 
viously, that the most difficult ap- 
proach. From Houston, though, have 
evidence the success this solution 
the problem. “We are having the an- 
nual associational meeting our Wom- 
an’s Missionary Society Houston. Dr. 
Poole from Africa was our main speaker 
and was doing fine until began dis- 
cussing ‘leprosy’ Africa. asked how 
many had ever seen ‘leper.’ Then 
added that was sure run 
did meet one ‘loose.’ bold me, after 
the meeting went the platform and 
met him and asked had ever heard 
Carville. said had. Then 
told him had spent last Thursday 
there and that had not run from them! 
Other people began crowding around 
speak him; didn’t into the 
matter further. course, was trying 
present the great need Africa 
—need for more hospitals, more drugs, 
more everything, but those few sentences 
about ‘running from leper’ burned 
up.” 

Our New England correspondent 
wrote: “Last adult class, 
rector was speaking the ‘leper’ 
(the Biblical term) who was told 
wash seven times the Jordan, and 
who, when did after some grum- 
bling actually was 
healed. rector said that this could 
have been quite natural occurence; 
since leprosy disease dirt, the 
washing might really have cured him. 
this point broke tell him and 
the large class that leprosy isn’t disease 
dirt all; that had been Carville 
and seen patients from excellent Amer- 
ican homes, who had never lived under 
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dirty conditions their lives. was 
bit presumptuous publicly con- 
tradict rector, but just 
let by. was shocked find that 
he, graduate Yale, could have been 
that ignorant the subject.” 

The problem Hansen’s disease pre- 
sents great challenge the church 
because the stigma leprosy, which 
often overshadows our knowledge 
HD, has its orgin the Bible. The stig- 
leprosy great and unfair bur- 
den for the patient with Hansen’s disease 
have bear, but when anyone seeks 
differentiate between leprosy and 
Hansen’s disease, goodly part the 
sincere church goers rises indignant- 
the belief that you are trying 
discredit the Bible. But there can 
doubt the mind anyone who has 
examined the facts with open mind 
that Hansen’s disease not leprosy. 
Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor 
Medicine, University Col- 
lege Medicine, says, “Even super- 
ficial reading the thirteenth chap- 
ter Leviticus sufficient convince 
any physician that the six seven con- 
ditions which are defined under the 
Hebrew word ‘Zaraath’ had nothing 
common with what called leprosy to- 
day. The repeated expression through- 
out the Old Testament, leprous snow, 
may applied vitiligo psoriasis 
but could never any acrobatics the 
with Hansen’s bacillus.” There is, the 
medical evidence, corroborated doc- 
tors who have worked with 
world over. not leprosy, then 
where did the mistake originate? 

was the process translation 
the Jewish Old Testament the Greek 
and the continuance the Greek term 
into translations the New 
Testament that the fallacious concep- 
tions about Hansen’s disease, and pity 
and charity the applied treatment for 
people with the disease, have arisen. 
“That term ‘Zaraath’ which used 
the 13th chapter Leviticus ‘de- 
scribe certain diseases was not directly 
translatable the Greek. The transla- 
tors the Hebrew Testament into Alex- 
andrian Greek (the Septuagint) 
about 100 B.C. used the word ‘lepra’ 
their effort find Greek equivalent 
for ‘Zaraath.’ The writers the New 
Testament followed the example the 
Greek Septuagint. The Greek word 
‘lepra’ had been used the writing at- 
vague group scaly conditions the 
skin regarded having serious im- 
portance.” 

This must not construed 
attack the Bible, but defense 
several million people over the world 
against the error scholarly translators 
who err all humans. 


This attitude the Reverend 
Creal, the First Presbyterian Church, 
West Haverstraw, New York, ex- 
ample the progress that possible 
with the cooperation the church 
when recognizes the difference the 
facts about leprosy and the fables Han- 
sen’s disease has inherited from leprosy. 
the church’s order prayers 
for the Christian Year, offered prayer 
the altar one morning for the Pres- 
byterian Hospital for Leprosy the 
French Cameroun. don’t remember 
what said, but was probably terrible. 
After the service nurse, Miss Dora 
McEwan, came me, and very 
friendly and inoffensive way, set 
straight. Well, was ignorant they 
come, but she began help; she loaned 
copies THE STAR, showed 
her Carville scrapbook, got the 
mailing list Wood. 

“When youth fellowship wanted 
project this fall for year’s program, 
tossed the suggestion and 
‘sample’ program with speaker and 
film They never got around any 
other McEwan presented 
with Who Walk Alone and Miracle 
Carville. wish you could see the dis- 
play the kids have built the Church 
Vestry. The ‘Gospel’ spreading, more 
power you!” 

Rockland County (N.Y.) 
NEWS there further report the 
work this teen-age group. The news- 
paper announced the fourth series 
programs “for the purpose learn- 
ing about Hansen’s disease social 
and religious problem both the U.S. 
and the mission fields.” 

Edwin Miner, the American 
Leprosy Mission, was the speaker for the 
latest program. Previous speakers have 
been Ernest Moser, the Gilmour- 
Sloan House, Stony Point, and Miss 
Dora McEwan, director nurses the 
New York State Rehabilitation Hos- 
pital, West Haverstraw, ‘New York. 

outlining the purpose the pro- 
gram, the Rev. Creal said: “Few people 
realize the true import Hansen’s dis- 
ease social and religious problem. 
The disease under its outmoded title, 
‘leprosy,’ has for centuries been hor- 
rifying and fascinating topic conversa- 
tion, but without much being done 
conquer understand the patients’ 
problems. All this spite the fact 
that today there very large group 
Veterans World War who are 
being treated Carville and private 
clinics. 

these men are discharged from 
hospitals, they are likely remain un- 
employed, feared and shunned 
being ‘unclean,’ attitude entirely 
without rational basis, and altogether 
reminiscent the Dark Ages. Our 
Con’t. page col. one 
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church’s Westminster Fellowship wants 
its bit spreading the truth 
about Hansen’s disease.” 

not believe that the religious 
world, knowing the facts, would con- 
sciously continue transfer the stigma 
leprosy Hansen’s disease the ex- 
pense millions patients over the 
world. The problems patients with 
Hansen’s disease are not much med- 
ical these days they are social. Many 
the difficulties which once faced 
doctor who wished help people with 
the disease have been solved for him 
the pharmaceutical firms synthesizing 
the miracle sulfones and unearthing the 
wonder drugs the soils and molds. 
The social problems remain and have 
number cures patients who wish 
return full life. The social problem, 
too, can solved those who know the 
facts will individually accept each chal- 
lenge, wherever and whenever comes. 


Dr. Frederick Johansen, Medi- 
cal Officer Charge this hospital re- 
turned early February from 
weeks official trip the Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico, where made 
inspection tour hospitals for Han- 
disease, assignment from the 
U.S. Public Health Service. Dr. Johan- 
sen’s trip the Virgin Islands was large- 
tients the hospital near Chris- 
tianstead, St. Croix. Twelve the 
twenty-five patients there have request- 
transfer Carville for treatment. 
Dr. Johansen conferred with the patients 
and with Dr. Moorhead, Commissioner 
Health,and Virgin Island Governor 
Morris Castro. 

said that transportation presents 
the main difficulty the transfer the 
Virgin Island patients Carville. The 
suggestion has been made that Pan 
American Airways furnish plane. 

Puerto Rico, Dr. Johansen met 
with Dr. Juan Pons, Commissioner 
Health. also visited the hospital 
San Juan and found the patients there 
satisfied with conditions. 


* * * 

The Director Division for the Blind 
and Sight Conservation the Louisiana 
State Department Welfare, Mr. H.B. 
Aycock, Baton Rouge and several mem- 
bers his staff addressed audience 
patients and staff here February 


* * * 


Coming Event Baton Rouge Sym- 
phony, theatre, Sunday, March 11. 


* * * 


Pass THE STAR your neighbors 
and friends. 


STAR’S GUEST BOOK 


Left right, Dr. Hedrick, Dr. Johansen, and 
Judge McGrath 


Louisiana has been the subject 
many Congressional investigations, but 
far know, Jan. was the date 
for the first Congressional look the 
Carville community. While the Kefauver 
Congressional committee was investiga- 
ting gambling New Orleans, Congess- 
man Hedrick, West Virginia,and 
Christopher McGrath, New York, from 
the committee appropriations were 
tour this hospital. reply THE 
STAR’s question the purpose their 
visit, Dr. Hedrick wanted 
see where the money was being spent 
and being spent wisely,” and add- 
that they were deeply interested that 
patients receive the best treatment 
and care. Accompanying Dr. Hedrick 
and Judge McGrath were Hogan, 
Dallas, Harry Hanson and 
Stephens, Washington, representatives 
the FSA and PHS. 


* 


Father Lachance, O.M.S., Canadian, 
who has spent twenty-six years Africa, 
visited Carville while his Christmas 
vacation America. will return 
the Hansenarium P.O. Maseru, Basu- 
toland, South Africa, April. This 
Hansenarium has 700 patients who are 
being administered Sulphetrone 
staff one doctor and four nurses. 


Pictured left right are Anna Har- 
rison, La. State Dept. Health; Nevada 
Driggs, Idaho School for Blind; Sara 
hearne, Carville’s resident social worker; 
Esther Spencer, Simmons College, School 


Social Work, Boston, Mass.; Evelyn 
Cochran and Miriam Goertner, Tu- 
lane University, School Social Work, 
O., La.; and Alice Peterson, Arkansas 
Crippled Children’s Division, 
Rock, who stopped into THE STAR 
office for few minutes Jan. 12. The 
six visiting social workers motored here 
from New Orleans through the encour- 
agement Miss Cochran, who had been 
impressed earlier visit. Mrs Driggs, 
Mrs Spencer, and Miss Peterson were 
New Orleans vacation and were 
about embark Caribbean cruise. 


Charles Stiney, left, and Mr. and Mrs. Weglarz 


Also vacationing were Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Weglarz Brooklyn, Y., but 
they were spending their vacation here 
Carville with Mrs. Weglarz’s father, 
Charles Stiney. This also the couple’s 
honeymoon, and they chose spend 
Carville—the vacation land the 
Old South. Mr. Stiney was tickled pink, 
while the rest the community’s resi- 
dents were turning blue from the ten 
degree weather, which the newest in- 
novation the sunny South. 


* * * 
PRE-LENTEN SERVICE 


Sunday evening Feb. His Excel- 
lency Most Reverend Bishop Able 
Caillouet, Auxiliary Bishop 
New Orleans and Pastor St. Joseph’s 
Church, Baton Rouge, presided the 
closing the Thirteen Hours’ Devotion 
the Sacred Heart Chapel here.Bishop 
Caillouet was assisted Father Bek- 
ema, Prairieville; and Father 
civich, Gonzales; and Father Vincent 
Klienpeter, St. sermon was 
preached Father Robert 
Chaplain East La. Hospital, Jackson. 
Present the Sanctuary were Father 
Wyschoff, St. Amant; Rev. John Den 
Dulk, Father Francis Amadee, Baton 
Rouge; and Father Edward Boudreaux, 
resident Chaplain this hospital. 
About four-fifths the patients this 
hospital are the Catholic faith. 
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ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBIT 
SUCCESSFUL 


“The work displayed this the first 
patients’ Arts and Crafts Show equal 
quantity and quality any have 
seen any Parish Fair anything 
the variety even greater. Much the 
ingenuity and resourcefulness used here 
isn’t found elsewhere,” the way 
Mrs. Myrtle Anderson, Home Dem- 
onstration Agent for Iberville Parish, 
described the mammoth exhibit spon- 
sored our Point Clair Lions Club 
Sunday, January 21. 

Arranged attractive booths the 
ballroom the recreation building were 
specimens woodwork, leatherwork, ce- 
remics, woven rugs, stuffed toys, needle- 
work all varieties, seamstress accom- 
plishments, culinary achievements, or- 
chids, pot plants, sketches, paintings 
and photography, boats, bicycles with 
side cars and many other attractive and 
useful creations. 


We, who have spent many years here, 
were amazed the quantity exquis- 
ite hand work display. small 
community such ours you are prone 
think you know what everyone else 
can but have now learned that 
all along have had the makings 
swank gift shop our midst without 
being aware it. Visitors offered only 
one criticism, the absence price tags 
articles for they wanted purchase 
some items take home with them. 

The trips here, suggestions and valu- 
able assistance Mrs. Anderson cata- 
loging the entries for the Lions greatly 
simplified the judging for Miss Lena 
Warren, Assistant Extension Sociolo- 
gist and Miss Margaret Jolly, Assistant 
Extension Nutritionist, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge. Blue red 
ribbons, denoting first and second pla- 
cings, were awarded for entries the 
different divisions and proud winners 
were encouraged that probably there 
will larger assortment displayed 
forthcoming years. 

The Latin Troubadours, group 
our male patients, entertained with 
“South the Border” musical numbers. 
During the afternoon Dr. Rolla Wol- 
cott, Administrative Officer this hos- 
pital, introduced Mrs. Martin Erick- 
son the Department Arts and 
Crafts LSU who gave informative 
talk the benefits arts and crafts. 
The Natural Club, patient group, 
entertained with program songs and 
piano solos and Thomas Rickman, 
Jr., Director Community Activities 
this hospital, introduced Paul 
Keisler, who has recently joined the 
hospital staff instruct manual and 
industrial arts. 


The Point Clair Lions Club 
congratulated opening another door 
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and leaving ajar permit patients 
crafts exhibited thereby encourage- 
ing them delve deeper into this type 
therapy. also further induce- 
ment for more patients utilize inge- 
nuity and resourcefulness the fullest. 


SHOW BUSINESS 


Songs and gags spiced the entertain- 
ment offered here Sunday afternoon, 
Jan. 14, the Original Minstrel Maids 
and Variety Association, Inc., New 
Orleans. cast performers was 
directed Mrs. Nelson Curtis. The 
Louisiana Dept. the Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans sponsored the show. 
State Hosp. Chairman, Hercules 
Bergeron and Dept. Comman- 
der, Women’s Auxiliary, Mrs. Ave Ma- 
ria Gonzales accompanied the troupe 
Carville. 


The play’s the thing, was 
Sunday evening, Jan. 14, when the Crow- 
ley Little Theatre Crowley, La., “the 
rice capital the world set before 
patients and personnel this hospital 
their production Lawrence Riley’s 
brisk three—act comedy, PERSONAL 
APPEARANCE. This was the first time 
full-length play visiting Little 
Theatre group had been presented 
our theatre and delighted audience 
applauded with enthusiasm. 


The plushy furniture from our Club 
Lounge provided attractive interior 
setting. The cast directed Selma 
Kahn, assisted Virginia McDonald, 
gave neat performance. Naomi 
Rausch, whom program notes credited 
with Little Theatre experience Den- 
ton, Texas, and Westchester County, 
Y., carried the leading role Carole 
Arden flirtatious Hollywood gal 
personal apearance tour. Miss Rausch 
was convincing repartee and stunning 
many changes swanky ensemble. 

Mr. Lake Dupree president the 
Crowley Little Theatre which now 
enjoying its fourth season. The group 
has made much progress that 
planning build its own playhouse. 
They have such ambitious productions 
their credit THE MAN WHO 
CAME DINNER, REMEMBER 
MAMA, KIND LADY and others. They 
are currently rehearsing THE BAT 
LIFE WITH FATHER. plans ma- 
terialize, LIFE WITH FATHER may 
brought Carville. 

Our good friends, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Rolloson, are among 
the Crowley Little Theatre and Mrs. 
Rolloson member the Board 
Directors. sweeping salaam and 
George Rolloson for arousing this out- 
standing Little Theatre group’s interest 
Carville. 


REIGNED 


brilliants and white maline train, re- 
gally reigned over the Mardi Gras fes- 
tivities this hospital Tuesday, 
Feb. more handsome couple could 
not have been selected for the occasion. 
The throne was flanked the maids 
honor, two lovely brunettes, attired 
matching filmy evening gowns 
yellow, and the jester, Joey Guerrero, 
frolicked all over the ballroom giving the 
King peace but the audience many 
laugh, 

Early the evening there was pa- 
rade the competing floats, constructed 
and manned patients, representing 
the different organizations our com- 
munity. The floats, carrying out the 
theme each group, were further evi- 
dence the ingenuity and ability 
found here. The comic relief was 
furnished the third prize winner, 
the Hadacol float, complete with queen. 
The Natural Club placed second and 
the large trophy for first place went 
the Point Clair Lions’ Club. This float 
carried actual sized lion being driven 
the lovely Elvira riding silver 
chariot. 


After the awards were presented, the 
champagne drunk, the glasses broken 
and the King had issued his royal edict 
“Let merrymaking reign” the Mardi 
Gras ball got under way with music 
played Tommie Crews’ orchestra 
Baton Rouge. 

The evening’s celebration was spon- 
sored the Patients’ Federation and 
the plans were efficiently carried out 
Con’t page 11, col. 


King Bee Martinez, his royal robes, 
and Queen Catherine Harland, pale 
blue gown with Queen Anne collar 
i 


GETTING YOU TOLD 


Tallulah Shows The Way 


There was hum pleasurable ex- 
sanctum, one morning January when 
the staff gathered ‘round hear, 
good news mail had brought 
special letter from New York contain- 
ing 43-five year subscriptions THE 
STAR with accompanying check. 

ran over the list our new 
subscribers, was struck the thought, 
“The stars have subscribed THE 
what bright constella- 
tion! But this was daydream. There, 
black white, were the names—Jimmie 
Durante, Marlene Dietrich, Fred Allen, 
Jose Ferrer (20th Century), Mindy 
Carson, Wynn, Perry Como, Jack 
Carson, Mildred Dunnock (Peer Gynt- 
Paul Green’s version), Ray Middleton 
(South Pacific), Gardner, 
Joe Bushkin (sensational 
ist), John Wilson (director “Bless 
You Meredith Wilson (Well sir, 
Miss Bankhead) musical director, Dee 
Englebach producer, and Herlihy, 
announcer, all The Big Show Then 
there were such VIP Ward Moore- 
house (New York dramatic critic, au- 
thor Matinee Fifty Years 
Our Theatre, one most treasured 
books), Vin Robert Radio Writers 
Guild, Leo Rosten and Doug Jones 
(they did the sparkling article Da-a-a- 
hling, The Fabulous Tallulah, for Look 
Magazine, Feb. 13, 1951), Lillian Greni- 
ker, gifted sculptress, and Mrs. Marie 
Bankhead Owen (distinguished woman 
the old South, who directs the 
department Archives and History for 
the state Mrs. Dolo Cavendish, 
whom Miss Bankhead calls 
oldest and dearest friends,” and other 
personal friends Tallulah’s are among 
our new subscribers. wish had space 
mention each and every one, preceded 
fanfare. However the most rousing 
flourish trumpets goes one 
favorite people, the most brilliant star 
them all, Miss Tallulah Bankhead, 
whom are indebted for embellish- 
ing THE STAR’s subscription list with 
such star spangled company—for was 
Talluah who showed the way. was 
not long ago that she wrote, “everyone 
finds THE STAR fascinating—humanly 
well scientifically. Don’t sur- 
the subscriptions that will 
pouring into your office. didn’t have 
make sales talk—the sample copy 
was enough and accepting five-year 
subscriptions only, da-a-a-hling.” Tallu- 
lah gal who means what she says— 
where they get this “unpredictable” 
stuff. 

you read the editorial 
(Jan. 1951), “Tallulah Shows The 


Way,” which admitted was “an un- 
abashed plug” for the radio program 
called The Big Show, emceed Tallu- 
lah, acclaimed critics “the top ra- 
dio program all (on NBC 
every Sunday night for minutes which 
fly like nine, absolute specific for 
dullness and then you will 
know that deliberately lifted cap- 
tion. But the Collier’s scribe 
mind—after all belong the same 
lodge, the (ardent admirers 
Tallulah) 


Carville Re-visited 


Old grads, Betty and Harry Martin 
slipped into town recently, quietly and 
unannounced, for days reunion with 
their many friends here. There wasn’t 
time bake cake roll out the red 
carpet, but did give the popular 
couple warmly affectionate welcome. 
Betty, beaming with the pride au- 
thorship, was showered with congratula- 
tions the success her book, Mir- 
acle Carville. Miracle, rapidly head- 
ing the direction the best seller 
list, making very important and 
timely contribution more sympa- 
thetic and intelligent understanding 
the human side Hansen’s disease. 

When number people brought 
out their copies Miracle for Betty 
autograph, was the point asking 
Harry, “How does feel married 
celebrity?” but changed mind. 
Good old sincere, serious 
minded regular fellow, still trying 
hurry the beauteous Bettina. Several 
times during their crowded day here, 
heard him say, “Honey, have 
now late,” and they were, 
almost every place they were expected, 
including our dinner date Chateau 
Simon. “Betty was talking and couldn’t 
get her away,” Harry explained. 

The Martins motored south their 
new Chevvy for short vacation from 
their home the West Coast. 


LOUIS CARVILLE INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, 
Hardware 


CONVENIENT COURTEOUS 


SERVICE 


Carville, Louisiana 


Key Pitt 
Sports 


Bee Martinez, left, sports commissioner for the 
Patients’ Federation, and Mel Ott 


While the eyes the sporting world 
were Mel Ott the last Friday Janu- 
ary, Mel was eyeing the fairway the 
seventh green the Point Clair golf 
course. was January and the Base- 
ball Writers’ Association America had 
just voted Mel niche 
hall fame Cooperstown, N.Y. Com- 
pletely unaware that the voting was 
being held that day, Mel had jour- 
neyed Carville with Henry Thomas, 
Point Clair and New Orleans City Park 
pro, and Dick Collerd also New Or- 
leans City Park. Mel delighted the 
largest audience local baseball fans 
ever “hotstove league” with visit- 
ing mitt and bat celeb for over hour 
with his stories about the great John 
McGraw and the Giants yore. Then 
joined round golf, which saw 
him teamed with Sam Famao and 
Pancho Vallejo against team composed 
Dick Collerd and local boys Dee 
Garcia and Bert Wood, current patient 
champ. 

the midst this match, Mel was 
told about his selection and said, 
ville will always have very dear place 
heart because was here that 
first received word that had been 
elected baseball’s hall fame. When- 
ever think the hall fame, which 
will often, think about Carville, 
too.” 
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KEISLER JOINS STAFF 


Paul Arts and Crafts 

The former chief manual arts ther- 
apy for the Veterans Administration, 
Paul Keisler, arrived Carville, Jan- 
U.S. Public Health Service head this 
hospital’s new program manual and 
industrial arts. 

Until recently, Keisler, six-foot-three 
ex-Naval flight instructor conducted 
manual arts program for the V.A. hos- 
pital Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Ohioan birth, Keisler attended 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, 
and has had considerable experience 
the rehabilitation field, having served 
president the National Rehabili- 
tation Therapist, Ohio Valley Chapter. 

Mr. Keisler said after his arrival, 
very enthusiastic over Carville 
assignment and eager get started. 
plan meet with patients and dis- 
cover their individual interests. Our 
program will include woodwork, leather- 
work, and plastics. will based essen- 
tially medical treatment meet 
therapeutic needs.” 

Now with almost month con- 
ferences under his belt, Mr. Keisler sees 
the program having least three 
facets, therapeutic treatment, vocational 
training, and hobby interest and adds 
that would try give individual 
attention each individual’s needs. 
Keisler concluded: “The net worth 
the program each individual will 
largely determined the amount 
individual and collective cooperation 
exercised between us. date have 
been encouraged the wholesome and 
sincere interest shown great per- 
centage the patients for this program. 


LIONS INITIATE 


Six members the Baton Rouge 
Downtown Lions Club, sponsor the 
Point Lions Club attended the 
initiation five new members into the 
P.C.L. Club here February The 
visiting Lions were L.S. Bridges, past 
district governor, Francis Holliday, past 
president, Louis Carter, past president, 
George Mounger, Ken Barnett and Dr. 
R.J. DuCote. The Lions enjoyed 
cious chicken box supper. 


THE STAR 


PATIENT’S SONG HITS 
JACKPOT 


blind patient Kalaupapa settle- 
ment Kuahini— 
stands make neat sum money for 
song has written, thanks orches- 
tra leader Harry Owens and mainland 
television fans. Owens, who arrived via 
Saturday evening 
with Mrs. Owens, came for the express 
purpose reporting Sammy and 
other patients the settlement the re- 
sults the song’s success. 

all goes back Owens’ visit 
Hawaii last summer when his brother 
Frank, Honolulu piano instructor, pre- 
vailed upon him visit Molokai. Frank 
Owens visits the islands periodically 
entertain the patients. 

Following Frank’s entertainment 
introduced Harry Sammy Kuahini, 
Hawaiian musician who had written 
song “Sunset Kalaupapa.” Harry 
listened Sammy’s song and thought 
had possibilities. Touched the 
fact that blind Kalaupapa patient had 
written song about sunset, as- 
sured Sammy would what 
could popularize it, would personally 
publish himself and turn all returns 
over Sammy and the patients Mo- 
lokai. 

Owens introduced the song his 
Nov. television show Los Angeles. 
told his audience the story Sam, 
informed them had published the 
song and that would sell the sheet 
music for one dollar copy, every cent 
which would Sammy and the 
Kalaupapa patients. 


“The Monday mail following the 
show was astounding,” said Owens 
telling the response. had published 
1,000 copies the song and the supply 
was wiped out one day. When 
counted the money found that Sam- 
had received $1,043 and imme- 
diately issued certified check written 
Sammy for the amount. generous 
was the response the television au- 
dience found necessary print 
4,000 more copies and present time 
total $4,700 has been collected. 
the majority cases, warm sympathetic 
letters accompanied the donations.” 
said that send all copies the music 
out promptly was necessary call 
members his band and their wives 
the addressing and wrapping after 
hours. 


addition, said, Sammy will re- 
ceive royalties from records the song 
the Owens orchestra issued the 
Capitol company. said that addi- 
ional presses the record have been 
made supply the demand 
sales are expected gross 25,000 records. 
Honolulu Advertiser, January 1951 
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STATE TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 
AID STAR’S PROGRAM 


Standing left right are Mrs. 
Grumbach, Baton Rouge, state chair- 
man, literature for blind; Mrs. 
Dampf, Baton Rouge, state Carville 
chairman; Mrs. Ann Page, STAR’s man- 
aging editor; and Mrs. Jessie Stern, 
New Orleans, president Louisiana 
Federation Temple Sisterhoods; 
THE STAR was presented with new 
Underwood Gothic elite typewriter 
the Louisiana Federation Temple 
Sisterhoods January 16, 1951. 

The Sisterhood the latest organi- 
scription drive. Spearheaded Mrs. 
Dampf Temple Israel Sister- 
hood, Baton Rouge, the Louisiana Sis- 
terhoods are subscribers THE STAR 
for libraries their towns. Heading the 
list number subscriptions turned 
Gates Prayer Sisterhood, New 
Orleans. This group followed Tem- 
ple Gates Prayer Sisterhood, New 
Iberia Temple Sinai Sisterhood, Lake 
Charles. 


* * 
Con’t from page Col. 
MERRYMAKING REIGNED 


Mrs. Dot Cannon, chairman enter- 
tainment. The Dugas-Thompson Chap- 
ter 22, Disabled American Veterans, 
Baton Rouge provided the delicious 
refreshments which were arranged 
Miss Ann Cashio. 
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APPLIANCES 
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HARDWARE 
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OLINDE 


Hardware Supply Co. Ine. 
North 19th Baton Rouge 


Australia Communique 


From the land the kangaroo and 
the duck-billed platypus, THE STAR 
has received news way Hin- 
ton, secretary the Relatives Friends 
Assn., Box W2100, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia, which part 
cheering and part reminiscent 
the Government’s early difficulties 
setting shop for the treatment 
tremendously active program and seems 
making progress instituting re- 
forms both social and medical which 
will benefit the patients. 

Cheering the terrific boost that the 
Association gave patient morale 
staging the first Christmas party the 
hospital Peel Island. Fifty visitors 
made the bus and boat trip the island, 
and arrival, half the group set 
about preparing the dinner, while the 
rest visited with patients their huts. 
mealtime, party just close 
one hundred sat down sumptuous 
feast. Soft cordials and wine finished off 
the party. was pleasing have the 
matron sisters dine with us. 
Our visitors sat one for one with the 
patients the Christmas table. 
would not let any two patients sit to- 
gether. Every male patient had fair 
young damsel alongside him, and 
likewise with the lady patients.” 

This indeed great change for Aus- 
tralia which has for long kept its pa- 
tients isolated lonely islands, but 
through the work the Association, 
changes seem the making. Press 
clippings from the country down under 
proclaim the intention 
move the patients new site the 
mainland near Deception Bay. The 
newspapers that area, however, are 
supporting the scare propaganda some 
residents who fear that the value 
their property will drop their 
butter and milk will cease market- 
able. This reminiscent the first at- 
tempts the United States locate 
hospitals for the treatment HD, but 
for the encouragement the patients 
Australia might add that these 
first protests, which went even the 
extent arson have been replaced 
jealous love which these residents the 
area surrounding Carville now hold for 
the hospital. 

Led the Director General 
Health and Medical Services, Queens- 
land, Dr. Fryberg, the department 
Health and Home Affairs seems 
showing much more progressive 
attitude toward Hansen’s disease. Not 
only has the department officially an- 
nounced its determination find new 
site for the Peel Island leprosarium, but 
conducting active information- 
program. Dr. Fryberg, who spent 
some time studying Carville 1949 


wrote THE STAR, “the people 
Queensland are being educated. 
forwarding copy radio talk which 
has been broadcast over twenty stations. 
Considering that our campaign has 
been going less than twelve months, 
think have made progress.” 
The radio script was excellent, line 
with modern concepts HD. state- 
ments the press, Dr. Fryberg has em- 
phasized that since his visit Carville 
convinced that there danger 
public health from hospitals for 
the mainland close cities. 


* * * 


IMMEASURABLE LOSS 


Dr. Molesworth, distinguished 
Australian and humanitarian, 
dead. This sad news came the 
editor THE STAR letter from 
Dr. Molesworth’s son, Dr. James Moles- 
worth, who wrote, know that 
father and you have carried in- 
termittent correspondence for the past 
few years, and you will sorry hear 
that died the 16th October, 
1950. maintained active interest 
Hansen’s disease right the time 
his death, and was always interested 
your journal THE STAR.” 


Hinton, secretary the Rela- 
tives and Friends Association, Queens- 
land, expressed their deep sense loss, 
“The loss our Doctor Molesworth 
deals very big blow here Aus- 
tralia, for have other doctor who 
can take his place, the modern con- 
cepts the disease.” 

his works, Dr. Molesworth has 
raised himself monument the minds 
and hearts men the world over who 
were privileged know his out- 
spoken championship 
efforts behalf the Hansen’s disease 
cause. 


Dr. Molesworth was man far ahead 
his time. His striking statement, car- 
ried page was made almost 
century ago, era when most his 
medical colleagues, relying 
tional notions, looked upon 
leprosy highly contagious and hope- 
less disease, and strongly urged strict 
the only method con- 
trol. 


THE STAR has autographed copy 
Dr. Molesworth’s textbook, 
TRODUCTION 
OGY, which contains very informative 
chapter Hansen’s disease. summed 
his attitude towards 
misnomer “leprosy” thus, “If called 
leprosy another name would not 
smell much sweeter? Let call bacil- 
lary granuloma bacillary neuritis and 
where, with modern methods treat- 


ment, will the horror go? should 
never know where—into the Ewigkeit— 
into the limbo other superstitions.” 

Dr. Molesworth was one the first 
dermatologists Australia recognize 
the value the new sulfone therapy 
which helped introduce the 
Prince Henry Hospital, Sydney, where 
cases are treated and where Dr. 
Molesworth served for 
years Honorary Medical Officer. 

How THE STAR first heard Dr. 
Molesworth interesting story 
itself. 1946 Dr. Ann Huizenga 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, sent 
large package Dr. Lee Huizenga’s pa- 
pers. These were among her fa- 
ther’s effects the Japanese concentra- 
tion camp near Shanghai where Dr. 
Huizenga, medical missionary, died 
during World War II. examining the 
manuscripts and other papers, found 
letter addressed Dr. Huizenga from 
Dr. Molesworth. were tremendously 
impressed with the letter because ex- 
pressed was the very essence the 
points which THE STAR had for years 
been trying get across the public, 
even many the profession. was 
gratifying our ideas confirmed 
one distinguished the med- 
ical profession, and wrote Dr. 
Molesworth immediately. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 


throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, considcr- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damicn his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygicnic 
conditions.” Ilis successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over without 
contracting the disease. 


* * * * 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish 
the two germs. 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s 


reportable but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 
TIONS.” down, go) 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s discase some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having scrious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greck (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the cxample 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 


thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined undcr the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the discase that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancicnt Hebrews found the cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 
sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


Naaman). 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 


person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 


cribed being 


this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Chicago; Dr. Everest 
Medical College. Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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not all like those postcards France 
Nor has the thrill your sophomore dance 
But buried inside this slick little cover 


brand new world want discover. 


Send STAR subscription the members your club, your 
frat., the pastor your church and sure and renew YOUR 
subscription now! 


DRTACH HERE 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Li 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Carville, 
Louisiana Kindly make checks money orders payable 


THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 
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